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As Germany commemorates the liberation of the Nazi death camp Auschwitz on Friday, Miriam Widman explores just how
widespread anti-Semitism continues to be nearly 70 years after the Holocaust.

Publisher backs down on Mein Kampf plans - Society (26 Jan 12)
Print Mein Kampf to fight neo-Nazi extremism - Analysis & Opinion (26 Jan 12)
Germans 'stole' Auschwitz personnel files - National (17 Jan 12)

Jan Riebe’s aunt was visiting him in Berlin a few years ago when she suggested they visit the city’s sprawling Holocaust Memorial
in the heart of the German capital.

His aunt was around 75 at the time and living in western Germany. She had worked for many years in the fur business, where she
maintained that she dealt a lot with Jews.

As the two listened to a guide’s explanation of the exhibit, his aunt leaned over and made a remark about the guide.

“He has to be a Jew. I recognize that from the fur industry,” she said.

Riebe, who heads the anti-Semitism department at the Amadeu Antonio Foundation, offered the story as an example of the not so
hidden stereotypes many Germans have of Jews. The foundation is named after an Angolan guest worker who was murdered by
neo-Nazis in 1990 – one of the first racist murders following the fall of the Berlin Wall the year before.

A study sponsored by the German parliament the Bundestag that was officially presented this week showed that some 20 percent of
Germans harbour “latent” anti-Semitic views.
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Riebe and others say the figure may be low.

“I think it’s actually higher,” said Wolfgang Battermann at a reception for the 12th annual Obermayer awards on Monday.
Battermann was one of five award recipients this year of an honour presented to non-Jewish Germans who have made outstanding
voluntary contributions to preserving the memory of their local Jewish communities.

Battermann and several other award winners talked about the difficulties they had getting information and of resistance by some
who didn’t want to deal with their town’s Jewish past.

“Most people weren’t so open about it,” said Werner Schubert, a former Hitler youth leader and Nazi soldier, who dug up information
about the Jewish community in the Saxony town of Weisswasser. After years of work he brought to light the accomplishments of
Joseph Schweig, a German Jewish industrialist who was largely responsible for the town’s growth.

Schubert, a small man in his late 80s, said he told an acquaintance about his efforts to uncover Weisswasser’s Jewish past. The
acquaintance – an army officer in what was once communist East Germany, couldn’t understand why Schubert would bother with
the Jews. “First the Germans persecuted the Jews, now the Jews are persecuting the Germans,” Schubert said he was told. But he
stressed that this was an exception: “Most people aren’t so open about this.”

Which is what the Bundestag-backed study said. Riebe noted that Germans know that people who openly offer anti-Semitic
remarks can be prosecuted under German law, so they keep their views private. But he suspects classical Jewish stereotypes – like
the one his aunt expressed – namely that Jews are involved in luxury goods – or others such as Jews all have a lot of money, or
that Jews are cheap, abound.

He said if people are asked in a survey if they have anything against Jews, they will say no, whether that is true or not, because
“they know they have to answer with no.”

Few Germans know Jews personally. Before the war there were about 600,000 Jews living in Germany. Figures from the Central
Council of Jews in Germany show 105,000 registered community members, though many experts believe there are two or three
times as many Jews living in Germany. They don’t show up in the numbers because they are not official members of the Jewish
community and don’t pay taxes to support it. There some 82 million people living in Germany.

A poll released Wednesday by the magazine Stern showed that one fifth of Germans aged between 18 and 29 did not know that
Auschwitz was a Nazi death camp. And 31 percent of all Germans did not know that Auschwitz is in Poland.

On Friday, Holocaust survivors and others will commemorate the 67th anniversary of the liberation of the Auschwitz, a notorious
concentration camp where up to 1.5 million people were murdered by the Nazis.

Riebe said his organisation – the Amadeu Antonio Foundation – works to combat racism of any kind and offers workshops to
combat anti-Semitism. Some of the topics include being aware of Israel-related anti-Semitism, that is when individuals or groups
use their criticism of Israeli policy as a backdoor cover for their anti-Jewish views.

He believes that anti-Semitic sentiments can be reduced, but Germany will never be complete free of them.

“There will always be a certain base for anti-Semitism. You can reduce it, but you can’t get rid of it,” he said.

The Local (news@thelocal.de)

Germans confront latent anti-Semitism - The Local http://www.thelocal.de/article.php?ID=40377&print=true

2 of 2 1/30/12 1:49 PM


